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By this ſhall all men know if yee be my Diſciples, 
if yee Lome one another, 
ROMANES 16, 17, | 
| Now [ beſeech you bretbren, marks th:m diligently 
which cane diniſion and offences, and anoid them, 
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TO THE RIGHT 


OS | 


VVorſhipfull, his very louing 


Mother, ANNz RoGtrs 
Widow, within the precin& of 
Chriſter Church C ANs 
TERBVRY, 


Ez] HE Husbandman doth 
a Fi; not plant his Tree, VVa- 

8 PAs rer 4 Dongue it, Lop ir, 

$9 RE); Prunc it, totheendthar 
EE} whenthetime of bearing 
Fruit is come, irſhould belike the Fig- 
Tree , to bring foorth Leaues and no 
Fruit ; but rather that it ſhould belike 
vnto the Vine-tree which doth bring 
forth fruit in cluſters, and in great a- 
bundance: euen ſoman,whichis plants 
mucrſa , a Tree,with his roote vpward, 
is not nouriſhed in the wombe of his 
Mother for the ſpace of fortic weckes 
rogether, and after he is borne into the 
world, hee isnot ſuckled , fed, ſwadled, 


and tended by Mothers naturall care, 


A 2 and| 
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— | and tender affection, tothart end, that 

when hee is ripe in yeeres hee ſhould 

' proue like Abſalon,a ſtubborneand dif 

| obedient childe , but rather to be like 
our Saujour C n & 1 s T, whowas obe- 
dient to his Father and Mother in all 
things,that ſo hemay be a joy vnto his 
Father, and make glad the heart of his 
Mother. 

And howſoeuer Alexander the great 
propoundeth it as a great queſtion, 
whether a man be more beholding to 
his Father which begettech him, or to 
his Maſter which teacheth him , be» 
cauſe the one is occaſionof his being, 
the other of his well-being : yer the 
Lawes of God and Nature tell vs that 
all reuerent reſpe& , & dutifull obedi- 
ence istobecaricd toour Father which 
| begatvs, & toour Mother which bare 
vs: almighty God hauing promiſed in 
the fifrCommandement a ſpecial blef- 
ling of longlife vpon earth tothe obe» 
dient childe, Wherefore as when the 
Grecians in a great ſolemnitie did pres 
{ent to Philip king of M:icedon many 
| goodly gifts; a poore Painter ſtepped in 


| among 


DN — 


F Dedicatorie.. 


among the reſt,and offred vpthe coun- 
terfeir of himſelfe in a Table , beſides 


which,were purtrayed out many lewels, 


and Pearles,8& Rings,ouecr each where- 
of was inſcribed, Vellem & hoc: I would 
| were able to giue ſuch gifts as theſe. 
Euen ſo my ſelfe , having at this time 
occalion,by importunitie of friends,to 


expoſe theſe my ſimple labours of that 
poore Talent wherewith God hath en- 
dued mee, to the worlds view (vt:nam 
feliciter , God giue it good ſucceſle) 
haue chought ir my duerie to preſent 
vnto your ſelfe (moſt deare Mother) 
theſe my firſt though vnworthy endea- | 
uours , vnfainedly proteſting , thar if 
there be any thing wherein I may ſhew 
my obedience, and bring comfort to 


your olde age, Yellew > hee, I defirc of | 
God that I may performe it, In the | 
meane time let me entreate this fauour | 
at your hands, that as Zews the ele» 

uenth King of France, preſented with a | 
great roote by one of his pooreſubieQs, 
percciuing that ir came froman hearty | 


affe&tion, tooke it in good part,and loce, 


ked it vpin his Treaſuric among his ri- 
Az; cheſt! 


— 


| The Epiſtle, &c. 
cheſt Jewels : ſolet mee beſeech you to 
accept this {imple preſent , as an out- 
wardteſtimonie of my true hearty loue, 
and Filiall reuercnce to you , my moſt 
| loving and naturall Mother, and fo I 
| humbly take my leaue 3 carneſtly en- 
treating Almighty God to give you in 
this life peace of conſcience, which is a 
continuall feaſt ; and at the houre of 
your death to bring your gray haires 
with ioy vnto the graue ; and after this 
miſerable life is ended, to giue you 
peace of {oule and body for euermore, 
| in his bleſſed Kingdome of Heauen : | 
which God the Father graunt for his | 
Sonne Ieſus Chriſt his ſake, Amen. | 
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Your dutifull and obedient Sonne 


wnto hu power, 


Frzancis Rociis 
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TO THE READER. 


x7 Aint Hierom {aith very well, Fla 
#4. .4; : . : 

A bet ne(cio quid Jatent!s encrgiz 
viua VOX, & in aures diſcipulide 
authoris ore transfula fortius ſo- 
nat : the lawely VoYee of man , [peaking bath 
ſome eſpeciall ſecret operation 8 the mude and 
doth ſend a more ſtrong ſound mto the eares of 
the hearer 1» which reſpe& , 4 perſwade my 


Fay 
gs 
i NR 


ſeife this Sermon will proome like vnto Tapeſtry 
worke, which (ee th faire farre off, but when 
you come neeve Vnne it, you may arſcerne the 
conrſene(ſe of the threed ; for 4s Phuleſophy tel- 
leth vighe care #5 4 farre more dull wage then 
theeye 1 and rea(on teacherh wi” than we cannot 


ſo truely diſcerne of things which ſuddenly paſſe 


Therefore 4s alwayesr, ſo now eſpecrally, 1 did 
deſire to umitate Plato the D1mine Ploſopher, 
of whons vt 1s ſaid , Malvit aliens verecunde 
diſcere, quam ſua impudenter ingerere: Hee 
had rather learne of others wuh modeftes then 
impudent!y make ſew of hu owne knowledge. 
Yet the imporewriin of my fellow-brethren and 
Amiſters then preſent 2w 4s ſuch,as my caſe ard 
how mble the ſernants of Ke E glon,the) - Tudg.3-25+ 

I 


. 


ried as (he aoore till they were aſhamed: [0 

Jenied them [0 2019 46 } was aſhamed to deny 
them any mores Wherefore now 1 preſent this 
| Sermon wnto thee ( gentle Reader) accept if 


kindely, 


EE 


| 


To THE READER, 


| kindely,yead it patiently, cenſure it charitabh, 


and prattiſe it diligently, If thow reapeſt any 
200d thereby , gine the glory to him who u« the 
Aathor and giuer of exery good gift: onely thus 
wach I aduertiſe thee : Ariſtotle the great Phi 
loſopher in his baokes doth often refell the cpini- 
ons of bis Maſter Plato, and be nexer doth ex- 
cwſe his ſo doing, but onely m bis Ethickes , the 
reaſon whereof 1s giuen, that hee being in thoſe 
bookes to gune precepts of good manners vnto 0- 
thers , woulda not bymſelfe ſeeme ſo much to 
tranſpreſſe the bound; of modeſtie & good man= 
ners, as once publikely to write againſt his Wla- 
fter which tanght hims, and his T ator which in- 
ſtrufted him , without good reaſon and lawfull 
excuſe, Enenſo remember (g00d Reader ) that 
when thom doeſt reade this Sermon , thou dceſt 
read aTreatiſe of L © v &, then do nor while 
thow art reading of lowe , ſo farre degenerate 
from the nature of loue , and boud of ( hriſtian 
Charitie as once to gine it an harſh cenſure,and 
oncharitable confiruttion : humanum eſt er- 
rare , to erre, and be deceined, is proper to hu- 
mane frailtie: crgo pictatiscſt ignoſcere, hu- 
manitatis non agnoſcere z therefore pierre 
teacherh thee to forgine the fanlt1,& bumanitie 
biddeth thee not to acknowledge the faults: And 
thus I commit thee to the proteftion of the moſt 
high God, From Alkham in the Conntie 
of Kent, this 10, of February. 164 3. 
Thine in Chriſt 1:ſua, 
FAANCIS ROGERS, 
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A 
SERMON 
OF LOVE: 
Inſtructingallmento vnite 


and jioyne themſelues in hart 


Loue and Chriſtian Charitie, 
one with another. 


MATTHEVYV 22. 39, 
T hou ſhalt lone thy neighbour as thy ſclfe, 


Hat S$, Hierome faith 
of the whole Booke 

> of Job, may moſt 
truely be verified of 
this ſaying of our 
Sauiour : namely , 
Sinoula in co verba 
plena ſant Senſibus ; 
: thatis, Eucry word 

is a full ſentence, affording large ſcope, and 
ample matter for to entreate of : but that 1 


B may 


Hiers, Pavl. 


em ———_— 
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Mar. 32. 38, 


Mat.10. 374 


A Sermon of Loue_. 


may the better confine my ſelfe vnto the 
timc allotted for this bulinciTe,obſerue three 
chings : firſt, a commandement, Thou ſhalt 
lone : (econdly, the obict vvhom wee muſt 
loue, thy neighbour : thirdly, the meane how 
farre this loue muſt beextended, as thy /elfe. 
Ofthe precept. 

T how ſh;lt lone, )The Morall Law of God, 
contained in the ten Commandements, is 
divided into two Tables : the firlt ſerterh 
forth our duty vnto Gud , wherein nothing 
elſc is required at our hands but Loue; (o 
ſaith eur Sauiour, The firſt and greateſt Com- 
maniement us this, Thow ſhalt lowe the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart with all thy ſonle,and 
with all thy minde; where we learne our loue 
to God mult belike vnto death; for there is 
no carthly living creature, ſo ſtrong , ſo 
weake, {o rich, ſo poore, ſoolde, foyoung, 
ſo noble, ſo ignoble, of what condition ſo- 
ever, but Death doth ouer-come all: even 
ſo, though wee may loue Wife,Children,Fa- 
ther, Mother, Brother, Siſter, Kinsfolke, 
Friends, Honors,goods, and our owne lives, 
yet the loue of GoD muſt (urpalle them all, 
or elſe wee arenot worthy of God ſaith our 
Saviour, The ſecond Table containeth our 
dutic towards our Neighbour, and therein 
likewiſe is nothing elſe required atour hands 
but Louc; (o faith my Text,T he ſecond i like 


| vnto this, thow ſhalt lone thy neighbour as thy 
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ſelfe. 
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ſelfe.So that as Saint + Augw/ſtme,ſpeaking of 
Humilitie, aith;the firſt vertuc in a Chriſti- 
an, is Huinilitiez the ſecond, Humilitiez the 
third, Humiliticz and ſo often as you vvill 
aske mee, I will anſwere nothing but Humi- 
litie: not becauſe there are no other pre- 
ceptsin the Bible, bur becaule valetle Humi- 


ny all other vertues, and follow after cuery 
vertuc, Pride will deflowre our holiclt aRti- 
ons. In like manner $. Pa#!, 1 Cor, 13, lee 
meth to (peake of Loue, ſaying,that the firſt 
vertucin a Chriſtian, is Loue; the ſecond, is 
Loue; the third, yea, all required in a Chri- 
ſtian isnothing elſe but Loue: therefore he 
faith, Though 1 ſpeake with the tongue of men 
and tes 3 haxe not Lone, I am as ſonn- 
ding braſſe, and 4 tinckling Cymball, And a- 
gaine, Thowgh I had the gift of Prophecte, and 
knew all ſecrets, and all knowledge; yea, if I had 
all Faith, ſo that I could remone mountaines, 
and bad not Lone, ] were nothing, And againe, 
Thongh I feede the poore with all my goodsand 
theugh 7 gine my body to be burned, and hane 
not Lone, it profiteth mee nothing, Hence ari= 
ſeth ſo many commendations of Loue in the 
Scripturezas, Lone ennyeth not, it ſuſfereth all 
things,et beleexeth all things,it hopeth all things, 
it endureth all things, It is the bond of perfetti- 
on: the Royall Law : the great commandement : 


B 2 Is 


litic gue before all other vertues, accompa- | 


It is Chryts owne precepts yea,God himfelfe 


| 
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Epiſt, 56, 


1 Car. 1 


Verſe 2, 


Verle ;. 
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Coloſ. 3.14. 


Iames 2. 
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Ioha 15. 13. 
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Rom, 13.9, 
1 Tim. I. 4+ 
Rom, 13-10. 


Luke 11. 2. 
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Mat, 13. 31» 


of 


c [a God : Gregory Nazzanzene being asked 
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is tcarmed by the name of Loue, r John 4.8. 
Hence the ancient Writers made ſo many 
cxhortations to louc, and wrote ſo many 
commendations of Loue. Loue (faith Philo 
Indaw )is Sexytic Agic,that is,a ſhort word, 
but yetit containeth much matter tu beſpo- 
ken of : like the grainc of Muſtard-ſeede,rbe 
leaſt of all other, yet groweth ſo bigge 4s dhe 
Fowles of the ayre build their neſt1 m the bran- 
ches of t : (0 is Loue the abridgement of the 
whole Law : the end of the Commandements ; 
the fulfiling of the whole Law : Inſomuch as 
Clemens Alexandrin calleth a louing man, 


what was the beſt thing in the world, anſiwe- 
red, VUnitie, Peace and Concord: and being al- 
kedthe worſt thing, anſwered, Hatred , *Diſ- 
cord and Contemion : this is illuſtrated by a 
Similitude, 

As waine Ocean Scas, and deepe Riuers 
in themſclues are fit for ſhips to (aile in, and 
to hinder the pallage of cnemics into the 
Country which they enuiron;but letthem be 
cut into narrow channels and ſmall gutters, 
then they are vnht for eyther,Euen ſo where 
there is loucand amitic,there all things prol- 
uu : by concord ſmallthings become great, 

utwhere is diſcord and ſtrife,therenothing 
flouriſheth , for by difſention great things 
become ſmall; yea, nothing at all. For Kings 
= (faith our Saviour ) divided _ 
thems 


| 


A Sermon of Loue., 


themſelues cannot endure. ThoughGod had 
often forctolde of the miſcrable deſtruction 
of Hier»/alem,which was performed by the 
Romancs, yetnothing did worke their fo 
ſpeedy and lamentable ruine as their owne 
dilſentions and ciuill warres within theme 
ſelucs : ſee this likewiſe verified in the zco- 
nomicall gouernment. 

Therefore itis vyyorthy noting that Sit- 
r having foureſcore ſonnes, ſeeing them 
at diſcord among themſclues,tyed vp a great 
Faggot of (tickestogether,and gaue to cach 
ſonne a picceof the cord which tyed them, 
and bad them all atlaye to breake the Fag- 
got,vvhich vvhen they had long endeuou- 
red they could notefteR ; vyhereupon the 
old man looſed the Faggot and gaue to cue- 
ry ſonne one lingleſticke, vvhich euery one 
could eaſily breakein ſunder: cuen ſo,while 
Chriſtians and brethren vnite themſclues in 
Louc and Charitic, (o long it is bard for 
them to be ouerthrowne z but vyhen once 
they arc at hatred within themſelues, then 
the deuill calily ouercommeth them, for he 

oeth 'vp and downe like a roaring Lyon 
ceking vvhom he may deuoure: vvherethe 
Grecke is Tiva ,quem, vyho in the ſingular 
number catching them one by one, not 4#os 
in the plurall number , vvhenthey goe in 
couples, Obſerue likewiſe how diſcord in 
the members overthrow the private body 
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of cucry particular man therefore it is a 
pretty fable in «/E/ope that ar a certaine 
eimethe members inthe body fell at difſen- 


| tion vvith chebelly; the hand vvould reach 


it no meate, the foote vyould goe for no 
meat, in the end all the whole body vvaxed 
lofceble as itwas ready toperiſh z then the 
hand would reach meat, the foot fetch mear, 
the mouth chawe meat; but alas, it was tov 
late to ſhut the doore after the Steed vvas 
ſtolne, for the belly was ſo faintand weake 
as it was able to receiue no meate, and ſorthe 
vvhole body was conſumed, and as dillenti- 
on ouerthroweth kingdomes, private fami- 
lies,the ſoules and bodics of menz cuen ſoit 
doth wholy conſume the wealth and eſtates 
of men, as is ſeene inthe lame man andthe 
blinde man, of which,one for want of lims 
vvas not able to goc, the other for want of 
eyes could not (ce to goe, vntill at laſt they 
agreed together that the blinde man ſhould 
carry the lame man, & the lame man ſhould 
guide the blinde man: thus they went on 
well and quietly , vntill the lame man had 
ſpied an Oyſter,then they fell at difſention 
to whom it did belong z the lame man chal- 
lengedit,becauſe heeſpyed it our,the blinde 
man ſaydit was his, becauſe his legs did fetch 
it; to be ſhore , in the end they determined 
to be iudged by thenext man they met: this 
man being a Lawyer, made an cquall diſtri- 

bution, 


| 


| 
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keptthe meare to himlelfe:and cuen ſo goe 
on in ſuites and iarres at lalt ye vvill find the 
Lawyer to belike the Butlers boxe at Chriſt= 
mas, whoſocuer is a looſer that is a gainer, 


A Sermonof Loue. | 


bution, hee gaue cach of chema ſhell , and 


Wee which liuc 1n this latter age of the 
vvorld haue beene long time che {chol- 
lers of Saint Pax! and Saint*Peter, butvvee | 
could neuer yt take foorth our letlon fo 
farre foorth as Saint /amer, or Saint [obn, | 
wee haue learned of Saint Pax! to belecue | 
well,but not of Saint of Jams to bring forth | 
good workes which are the fruits of faith : 
vvec haue learned of Saint Peter to feede 
Chrilts Hlocke, and the people to be fed of 
the ſhepheard , but neither ſhepheard nor 
ſheepe, Miniſter nor people, hauclcarned of 
Saint /-bnto louc one another,who as him- 
ſelfe was the beloued of Chriſt , ſo arc his | 
Epiſtles flled with words of louc,and drops 
of fatherly afteRion, as Babes, little Babes, 
Children, little children, Bcloued , deerely | 
beloued. We reade of countries and lands 
which doe not nouriſh any vile or poyſon 
ſome creatures , but neuzr can we reade of 
a common-wealthwherein lived men whoſe 
hearts were voyde of enuy, hatred and ma» 
lice. In the Aces of the Apoſtles there is 
mention made of clouentongues, but neuer 
can we finde any clouen hearts, hearts diui- 
ded in funder;wherefore ascucr,ſo eſpecially 

now 


Actes 2.3. 
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now in theſe laſt dayes had wenced to ex» 
hort to loue ; for as the vyorld waxcth old, 


ſo men intheworld waxe old;and as the bo- 
dics of old men goe ſtooping downevard, 
ſothe ſoulcs of men in this age goe groue- 
ling to carthly polleſſions, not minding 
heavenly inheritances, and as the bodies in 
olde age vvaxe cold and want the heate of 
nature,ſo the ſoules of men iff this age waxe 
cold and want the heate of charitic : there- 
foreifeuer thennow had this letTon of Loue 
nced to be enforced, not particularly to Mi- 
 niſters onely, leaſt then Lay-men ſay, qued 
ſupra nos mhil ad nos (that is) vvhat is aboue 
vs pertainethnot to vs: nor to the Lay-men 
onely,lca(t the Clergy ſay, id populrs cnrer, 
that is, let Lay-men Loue let vs diſagree: 
but it is generally to be enforced vnto all, 
of what ſort or condition ſocuer he be. 

Read the Scripture, you ſhall find how of- 
ten loue is commanded;znow no man wil of- 
ten demaund that thing which is not plea* 
ling vnto him, therefore we muſt loue one 
another becauſe loue is ſo plealing vnto 
G 0 D,as 4 | by Gods often requi- 

ring loue of vs: the Wife which loucth 
husband will fit her ſelfeto his humour , ſhe 
will do that which hedelighteth in:We, the 
Church,are the ſpouſe of Chriſt , hee is our 
husband, therefore if wetruely loue him, we 
| muſt entertaine hearty loue one with _ 
ther, 


| A Sermon of Lowe. 
{ther which is moſt plealingvato God ; for 
loue is likened vnto precious oyntment, 
hich powred foorth , maketh a ſvycet 
auour over allthe roome : (oislouca fweet 
ſmelling (acrifice inthe noſtrils of God; hee 
calling himſelfe the God of Loue, ſaying al- 
ſo, that hee hateth him which rayſcth vp 
contentions among brethren; but in Eccle/i- 
aſticus Chap.25. Three things reioyce mee, 
and by them an 1 beantified before God and 
men,the unitie of brethren, the lone of neigh- 
bours, a man and wife that agree together, 
This is (cene in that Dawid,a man after Gods 
owne heart , mult not builde an houſe to 
God:and why ? becauſe his hands had beene 
embruecd with blood:but Sa/omoen his ſonne 
a king vvhich raigned in peace , was com- 
manded to builde a Templeto God. And 
lItsvs CHR 15 T vvhichwas bornein= 
to the world to make peace betweene God 
and man, was borne vndereAvguſtns Ceſar, 
at that time,when the vvhole vyorld was at 
ce; therefore ſceke and enſue it, 
[low after loue,pray with Saint Bernard on 
the (anticles, Dowine paces volo , pacens ca 
pio & mhil amplixs : O Lord 1 defire peace, 1 
ſerke peace _—_—_ Wherefore,doth 
thy brother offend t 
to God,who will revenge thee, YVeterem iniw- 
riam ferendo vitabis nownam : By (uftering an 
olde iniury,thou ſhalt eſchew a new wrong, 
C as 


ce put it vp? refer him | 
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as wee (ce in a brawling Curre, if hee barke 
at thec, and thou ride on, and not regardit, 
the dogge will be quiet; bur if thou offer w 
chide him, to ſtrike at him, or to hurt him, 
then hee flycth at thee more furiouſly then 
at the beginning. 

A coale of hrelet alone will out and dye 
of it (elfe, but blow it,and it will burne afreſh 
and as hotas before : ſo wrongs and iniuries 
letalone, will in time dyc and be forgotten, 
but if they be repeated, and often rehearſed, 
they will increaſe. 

I, but chou wilt ſay, for my owne part, I 
can be contented to liue in-peace, but my 
neighbour is alwayes beginning with mee, 
and offering me wrong hrſt ; what ſhould 1 
doe inſuch a caſe ? Tread ona worme, and it 
will trune againe, To this I anſwere: Know 
what the Heathen Orator faith; alla law ef 
ibs eſſe integrum why nemo eſt qui aut velu ant | 
conetar corrumpere ;It is no commendations 
tobc an honeſt man when thou canſt not 
tell how to be diſhoneſt : for example, What 
credit isit for a man toſay he never did com- 
mit adultery, when as hee neuer came into 
company where Women were 2? What glory 
isit for a man to be neuer drunken, and ne- 
uer be in place where hee candrinke wine or 
ſtrong Bcerc,but onely water?So what com- 
mendation is itto liue in loue & peace, when 
as no neighbour thou haſt doth offer thee 


any 
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any wrong or injury. Wherefore hee which 
offereth thee wrong, giucth thee occaſion of 
\ naticnce, not of anger and reucnge; ſo that 
Tery one ſhould ſay of him which offercth 
wrong, as Daxid (aid of the curling of Shi- 
me; Suffer him to curſe, for the Lord hath 
bidden him, it may be the Lord will loke on 
mine afflifizon, and doe me good for his curſing 
this day: (o put vp wrong, referreall to God, 
Saint Cyprian laith well , 2ui4 glorie oft iz 
facere quod fecit Indas ? quid ignominie eft no 
bis pats quod paſſus eſt Chri/{s? What glory 
isit for a man to offer wrong ? «das did the 
like to Chriſt ; and what ſhamceis itfor vs to 
ſufter wrong for Chriſts lake, who before 
hath endured much more for our ſakes ? 
Socrates the wiſe Philoſopher walking in 
the ſtreetes, pulled off his hat to one whom 
hee met, which man vnciuilely palled by, 
and left Socrates vnſaluted; whereupon one 
ſaid vnto Secrates, Why are you not angry 
with thatvnmannerly companion?Towhom 
Socrates replyed, If I had met one with a 
crooked backe,and which hada body more 
deformed then my ſeclfe, ſhould I be angry 
with him ? To whom the other anſwered, 
No truely : and then much lcfle hauc I cauſe 
to be diſpleaſed with one that hath a vvorſe 
minde then I, ſaid the the Philoſopher. Euen 
ſo, to make ſome application to vs Chriſti- 
ans ;: Hath thy neighbour done thee iniurie? 
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Surely this h out of his Soules in- 
firmitie, and therefore be not offended be- 
cauſc he hath a worſe Soule then thy (lfe; 
for indeede in ſtead of hurting him againd, 
thou halt more necde to pitty him, and to 
pray for him. 

I, but thou wilt peraduenture ſlay, The of- 
fences are not {mall and ordinary, but great 
and haynous, fuch as fleſh and bloud cannot 
endure. Alas beloucd, Fleſs and blond ſhall 
nener enter into the Kingdome of Heanen, but 
he which ts borne of water and the Spirit: and 
know thus much that the greateſt iniurics 
offeredvntotheeare not comparable to the 
leaſt ſinne thou committeſt againſt God : 
for the greater the obicR offended, the grea- 
ter is the (inne committed, Offer to kill an 
ordinary man, and not effect it, thou haſt 
but a Ry but offer to kill the 
King, and thou art puniſhed in the higheſt 
degrec: thus you ſee how one and the ſelfe- 
fame linne js _— and lefler in regard of 
the obic offended;nowthen almighty God 
being infinite and crernall, the lealt linne a» 
2ainl him, deferucth infinite and etcrnall 
puniſhment. Howthencanſtthcu hope for 
pardon from God for thy great fins againſt 
him, when thou wilt not forgiue thy neigh- 
bour his ſmall ſinnes againſt thee, in compa- 
riſon? as our Sauiour (ettcth forth atlarge in 
the Parable of the vnthankfull Seruant,who 

hauing 
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having to himſelfe forgiuen tenne thouſand 
Talcnts,would not forgiue his fellow-leruant 
| one hundred pence: this Maſter is God, this 

Seruant to vvhom tenne thouſand Talents 
are remitted, is euery Chriſtian which hath 
his ſins waſhed away in the bloud of Chriſt : 
theſe hundred pence of the fellow-ſeruant, 
are thoſe ſmall linnes which one brother of- 
fereth to another , A Talent was then two 
hundred pounds,then what difference is be- 
ewixt twenty hundred thoufand pounds,and 
one hundred pence, ſo much difference and 
more is there betweene our finnes to Gop, 
and our Brothers to vs. 

O then for ſhame goodChriſtian ſpeake 
not of the greatnelle of chy wrongs, bur ra- 
ther pray ſo much more carneſtly to God, 
and ſay with our Sauiour, Father forgine 
ther, they know not what they doe # And with 
the bleſſed Martyr Saint Stewer,cry, O Lord 
lay not their ſinnes wnto their charge , Imitate 
Almighty God,whois quicke to ſhew mercy, 
as wee ſee in the Prodigall Sonneyto vvhom 
hee ranneforth ſpeedily, and with all haſte 
embraced him : but God is ſlow to anger 
and rcuenge 3 for when hee came ro puniſh 
*Alam in Paradiſe, hee came nor running, 
but walking; and that notin the heate of the 
day, but inthe coole of the cucning 2 cuen 
lo, be thou ſwift to forgive thine enemie. 
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but be (low to anger and reuenge: for, bee 
which s angry with bus Brother unadniſeaty, 
ſhall be culpable of Indgement. 

I, butchou wile yet ay,l can be contented 
to liue in peace, to forgiue great wrongs, but 
I am often wronged, and {till iniured, I can 
neuer live in quiet. Know thus much my 
beloued, that not in one or two things, but 
in many things wee all {inne againſt God : 
and who is hee which knoweth all his ini- 
quities ? Had not euery one necde to pray 
with David, Lord clenſe me frons my ſecret 
ſinnes ? Doth not our Saviour teach vs dail 
to pray, Forgine vs our treſpaſſes ? And 
daily to practiſe forgiueneile to our brother 
linne henot ſeauen times, but ſeauenty times 
ſcauen times in one day . Conſule not 
therefore with fleſh and bloud, but ſubmit 
thy ſelfe to Gods Law, which telleth thee, 
that the greateſt Commandement is to lowe the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all t 
ſonle, and with all thy minde, and that the ſe- 
cond is like unto this, T how ſhalt loue thy neigh- 
bonr as thy ſelfe, 

Wherefore be nota Chriſtian in ſhew,but 
in deedes, imitate thy Sauiour Ieſus, who 
doth not onely not hate his enemies, but 
beſtoweth many bencfits ypon them, as, his 
Sunne ſhineth vpon the iult and vniuſt, his 


raine falleth ypon the good and bad: ſo do 


not onely not reuenge thee on thy enemie, 
d but 
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| you is, hane peace with all men : For (as Saint 


— 


| A Sermonof Loue.. 


but loue him, doc him good, and pray for 
him : and reaſon good forif GOD the 
Creator ſparcth his Creature, much more 
mult chou ſpare thy Fellow-Creature : if 
G © Þ, the Lord of all, doc forgiue his Ser- 
uants, then muſt thou forgiue thy Fellow- 
ſeruants, Wherefore embrace loue with all 
wen, [f thine enemy be hangyy, feede bim; if 
hee be thirſty, nine him drinke; if bre be naked, 
clothe bim ; for in ſo doing thow ſhalt heape 
coales of fire vpon his head : that is, faith Saint 
eAwpvſtine, thou ſhalt ſtirre yp in chine ence» 
mie the burning zcale and ſorrow of Re- 
entance, cauling him to gricue, that hee 
bach offended that man, vvho is fo ready 
to ſuccour and to relicuc his vyants and mi- 
ſeries. 
To conclude this firſt point, Seeke peace 
and enſue ut, if u be poſſible': as much as in 


lohn laith ) hee which hateth his Brother i; a 
murderer, and wee hnow no murderer hath 
eternail hfe ab1ding im bim, But ( as the ſame 
Apoſtle ſaith) /et vs /one one another, for loue 
commeth of God , and entry one which loweth, 
1 borne of God, and knoweth God, And ſol 
palſe vnto the ohie& whom wee mult loue, 
namely, our Neighbour, 

T how ſhalt lone thy Neighbour.) Difficile 
eſt humanam arximam nihil amare:((aith Saint 
Hierome ) It is hard that the Soule of man 
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ſhould loye nothing : for, Nibuls eft qus nihil 
| as nothing whi 


| receiueth ſo many Compolitions , as the 
' word @i\og, Lowe, Thereis, 


amat : (faith Plantus ) Hee is to be elteemed 
h nothing, cſpecially 
ſceing thereare ſo many obieRts for to loue. 


is no one wordin the Grecketengue,which 


@i\omroiae, The Gn loue. 
idoycvicts .  ) The Leachers loue, 
ws jet, Ca Sy ; Ambitious loue, 
ÞAyboviee, Pleaſures loue, &c. 
But of all other obiects of loue , Saint 
eAugouſtive doth reckon vp foure, as molt 
principall, ſaying; Q#atzor ſunt, &c. There 
are foure things eſpecially ro be beloued : 
onewhich is aboue vs, (that is, God :) ano- 
ther, what wee arc, (that is, our ſelues:) the 
third, which is necre vnto vs, ( that is, our 
neighbour :) the fourth , vvhich is bencath 
vs, (that is, our bodies.) This preſent occa- 
lion offereth to ſpeake onely of the third : 
and here one may aske with the Expounder 
of the Law, Who « my neighbour ? Indeede 
the Iewes in Chriſts time eſteemed none 


their neighbours buttheir friends: the ſim- 
ple ſort Eiheidem onely their neighbours 
who dwell neere vnto them : Saint (ry/0- 


leſus 


| ftome hee ſaith, By neighbour isvnderſtood| 
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Ieſus Chriſt, becauſe hee is the true Samari- 
tane,which pourcth Oyle and Wine into our 
ſoars, But Saint eAu7»ſtiwe molt truely tel- 
leth vs, Proximm hoc loco, non ſanguimis pro- 
pinquitate, ſed rationis ſocietate penſanars eff, 
an qua focy ſunt ener homines : Our Neigh- 
bour is not. to be efteemed him which is 
neerelt covs in bloud, or in place, but hee 
which is our companion in I eue- 
ry man being a rcaſonable re, cucry 
man is thereforecur neighbour, 

Againe, the ſame Father ſheweth three 
thidgs, in whichweare all neighbours : firſt, 
in that weeare all borne alike ; ſecondly, in 
that wee all dye alike: thirdly, in that vvee 
all hope ali:efor the heauenly inheritance: 
And Saint Hierome giueth a moſt vvitty and 
pithy reaſon why euery man is our neigh- 
bour, be hee friend or foe, Chriſtian or In 
dell, and that becauſe it is commaunded, 
Thou ſhalt not lhe with thy neizbbowrs Wife :. 
now if Neighbour be onely Chriſtians and 
friends, then it were lawfull to lye,and com- 
mir adulterie with Turkes, Iewes, Infidels, 
and with our enemies; but this is moſt wic- 
ked 2 and therefure by conſequent , euery 
man is our neighbour, And thus hauing 
ſhewed you by Neighbewr is vnderſtood 
euery particular man what Country or 
condition ſocuer,Netmee now vrge among 
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{ and cut his body with a (word, no man would | 
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vs, and to tirte vs vp to loue our Neigh» 


r, 
The firſt reaſon enforcing loue ( beſides 
the infique places in Scripture commanding 
vs) is taken from necellitic: Hee that loweth 
mot hnoweth not God, for God 1s Love : (othen 
as the body ſcuered from the foule, is no- 
thing elſe but a dead carkalle and a ſenſclcile 
truncke; ſo the ſou'e vnited ro the body,and 
yet voyde of loue, is dead, and ſenſeletle in 
ſpirituall things : for, as the Apoltle faith, 
Hee which bateth bis brother is 4 man-ſlayer, 
and wee know no murderer bath cternall life 
abiding in him. And indeede how can we loue 
Chriſt which is our head,and hate our neigh- 
bours which arc his members. 

If a man ſhould {troake one on the head 
vvith his hand, ſpeake him faire vvith his 


ehinke he loued that man : Euen ſo, how can 
wee loue Chriſt, which is our Head, and yet 
hate one another which are his Members # 
Wherefore letthis reach vs, that if God (o, 
loucd vs, then ought wee to loue one ano- 
ther; now God foloued vs, as to dye for vs 
when wee were his enemics, then muſt wee 
loue one another, though vvec arc enemies 


one to the other : for to requite good for 
goodis the part of humanitie;to requite euill 


| for cuill, isthe tricke of a bealt;to repay euill 
for 
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for good, is the property of a Diuell; but to 
repay good for cuill, to bletſe him which 
curſcth thee, is the dutic of cuery true Chri- 
ſtian whatſocuer he be: For, by this ſoall all 
men know if yee be my Diſciples, if yee lone one 


another, 


The ſecond reaſon mouing vs to loue, is | 


taken from ourCreation : Wee findenot in | 


the Bible, that Go Þ made all the Angels of | 


one Angell; or all the Fiſhes, of the great | 
Whale; orall the Birds,of the ſurmounting | 
Eaglc;or all the Beaſts,of the huge Elephant; | 
or all the Plants, of the tall Cedar: but vvee | 
reade inthe Scripture, that GO D made all | 
mankindeof one and the ſame Atam,which 

teacheth vs thus much, ſaith S. « Awgnſtine, * 
that wee ſhould all liue like brethren, and 
louec as one, becauſe we proceede from one.. 
And Latanwe faith very well,if we all pro- 
ceede from one man, whom God did make, 
then are wee all of conſanguinitie,and there- 
fore it is a greatlinneto hate cuen a wicked 
man.Lookealſoalittlevnto our procreation 
and bringing forth intothe world: the Trecs 
haue heigheto reſiſt the violence of Beaſts, 
ſtrong Armes to wreſtle with the force of 
windes, Leauesto keepefromrhem the heate 
in Summer, and Barkes to defend the colde 
Frolts in Winter : among the Birds, the Ea- 
gle hath her claw, the Porcupine her quils, 
theCrane her bill, the Hawke his tallent : | 


$4 


Tohn 13. 35+ 


De bono coniug. 
contra low. 


Lib, 6.c4p.10, 


1 Kings v7.6, 
Dan.6. 22+ 
Luke 16. 21, 
Aces 28.5. 


pe ma 


| 


A Sermon of Lone. 


among the Beaſts of the Forreſlthe Lyoh 


hath-histayle,the Beare his paw, the Bull his 
horne,the Boare his tuske:among the Fiſhes 
of the Sca, the Sepia hath a milt of Incke,the 
Crabbe his ſhell; the Polypus hischangeof 
colours:thus euery creature commeth forth 
with ſome defence for itſelfe, with offence 
for it foe; onely man, poore miſerable m 

commeth naked into the vvorld: whereby 
Nature herſelfe the common parent of all, 
dothtcachvs,thatman of al creatures,ſhould 
be moſt louing and peaccable one to ano- 
ther,as having ſpeech giucn vnto him,which 
is denicd to uther Creatures, to make him 
more ſociable. Wherefore letthere bethat 
loue betweene man and man, as is betweene 
beaſt and beaſt. If one Sheepe be faint, the 
vvholc flocke will ſtand betweene it and the 


| Sun vntill ic be comforted, Among the Bees, 


eorotante wna lamentantur omnes: If one Bee 
doe waxe faint, all the whole Hiue doth 
mourne. If a man will notbe as kindeto man 
as Beaſtsare amongthemlſclues, yetletmen 
be as kinde to men, as the beaſts arc to men, 
Wee reade of thankfull Lyons, kinde Eagles, 
louing Dogs, Wolues haue nuuriſhed ſome 
men, Bearcs hauc ſuckled others : in the 
Scripture weereade how Ehas was fed by Ra- 
uens* Daniel was ſafe in the middeſt of Ly. 
ons: Dogs did licke the ſoarcs of poore Laza- 
rs : the Viper did nothurt S. Paul. O cum 
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deteſtandam bumane malitie. crudeluaters ! 
Ants paſcunt, Fere parcunt, homines [exinnt, 
faith Saint Cypria», O the molt dereſtable 
cruelty of mans malice | the Birds feede vs, 
the Bealts doe ſpare vs,and yetonemanis a 
Wolfe, yea, a Diuell ro another: well yer let 
one man be as louing toanother,as the Di- 
vals are among them(elues, for they vvill 
ioyne together to the deſtruction of man, 
as vvce (ce by him-vvho ſaid-his name vvas 
Legion, becauſevyearemany and (olet vs 
loue rogether to deſtroy the Diuell. 

All men of one tradewill alwayes ioyne 
together for the maintenance of their trade, 
ſo wee being all Chriſtians, hauing one Fa- 
ther, one Redeemer,, one Sanfiher, one 
Mother the Church, partakers of one Bap- 

tiſme, one Faith, and hoping for one king®» 
dome in Heauen, mult needes vnite our 

ſclues in hearty Loue and Chriſtian charitie 

thereby the better to ouercomethe World, 

the Fleſh, and the Dwell. 

The third reaſon to ſlirre vs vp to loue 
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our neighbour, is taken from naturezwhich 

teacheth the perfeRtion of all things to con- | 
liſt in vnitie. Looke _ the hcauens, | 
there is one motion of the Sunne, another | 
ofthe Moone, another of the Starres , yet 
they are all carryed about motw prims mobi 


deſcend lower tothe foure Elements , Fire, 
_ D3 - Water, 


——_ ———_—_— 


22 ; | A Sermon of Lone... 


—_— 


————_—_—— 


Werer, Ayre, Earth, vyvhat morediffering 
then their qualities hot and cold,moylt and 
drye? yet all thele agree together tothe ma- 
king of one mixed body and (olled ſub- 
ſtance: cometo thole creatures which hauc 
life and motion, as Plants , Hearbs, Trees, 
In the Tree thereis the body, the Barke,the 
Bowes, the Leaues; all thoſe parts differ one 
from another , yet all haue their perfection 
from one and the ſclfe-ſame rootc which is 
grounded in the earth. 

Looke vponthe Beaſtes and Fowles, no 
one Bealt or Bird of the ſame kinde will | 
hurt another: as the Hawke flyeth after the 
Partrich , not another Hawke the bloud- 
Hound pulleth downe the Deere, not ano- 
ther Hound, and ſo man ſhould not have 
vvarre with man , but wich the Dcuill. 
Come vnto man the molt excellent crea» 
ture in nature, and (ee how cucry thing in 
him tendeth vnto vnitie : for his outward 
parts; the eye cannot ay tothe foote,l haue 
no neede of thee, butthe cyec guideth the 
foore, the foote beareth the eyc, onemem- 
ber recciueth into the body what is necel- 
lary, another cuacuateth and calteth out of 
the body vyhat is ſuperfluous, yet all ſer- 
uing for the good of the vyhole body, 
View the inward partsof man, how many 
ſcucrall Nerues and (inewes are there in the 
body? yetall from one head the braine: o_ 
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much - blood. diſperled thorow ſeuerall | 
veines, yet all from one fountainethe liver; 

how many ſpirits and motions, yer all from 

the heart: fromtheſe three principall pares | 

the Head , the Liuer , the Heart,are diffuled | 
intothe vvhole man, Life, Sence, and Mo+ | 
tion ; yet theſe three hauc but one head; 
vvhich is the ſoule of man: and as Philos : 
ſophy telleth vs, Anima eft rota in toro & | 
tota im qualibet - parte ; The ſoule is alike 
whole in the-vvhole body as. in the little 
finger, and alike whole in thc little finger as 
in.thewhole body: wherefore embrace loue, 
ſeeke peace , vvithout vvhich na man ſhall | 11, 
leeG ov, 

Is then thy enemy greater then thou art? 
be quiet, © 1444 parce, [pare thy ſelfe,meddle 
not with one that is mughtier then hy (clfe, 
The Toade may {wel till he burſt, before he 
be fo bigge asthe Oxc. Is thy enemy lelle 
then thy (elfe ? («mpar congreſſus eAchulls) 
parce /ibs, [pare him, it is no glory for aman 
to beat a Boy, no credit for a great rich man 
to oppreile a poore meanc man? the Lyon 
will ieldome medygle witha vvoman,but ne- 
uer with a little childe. Is thy enemy thine 
equal'? Sa/omontelleth thee, that the diſcre- 


glory is to patle by an offence, Thou wile 
(ſpend five pounds to make him ſpend ten, 
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once granted chat the enuious man, and the 
couetous man ſhould both haue their wi- 
ſhes, and hee which wiſhed laſt ſhonld haue 
the firſt mans vviſh doubled ; ſothey did 
much ſtrive -vyho ſhould vviſh laſt, in the 
end ir vvas graunted to the coucrous man: 
heereupon the enuious man vviſhed one of 
his eyes to be putout; vvhich done, the 
couctous man hath both his put out, ſo then 
to ſpend twenty pounds to make thy neigh- 
bour ſpend fortie, is to be but envious, make 
che beſt of it. It is but like too boyes at 
boxes, the one gettetha blew face,the other 
a bloody noſe, but both of them arc well bea- 
ten.e/£/opetelleth vs a fable how the Mouſe 
andthe Frog would needes fight together, 
and inthe middeſt of the battell came the 
Kiteand deuouredthem both : cucn ſo take 
heed, whileneighborsarc at variance among 
themlelues, ſeeking todoe miſchicte one to 
other,ſuddenly commeth death and taketh 
them all away,and vvhen they are thus dead 
intheir hatred and malice , let the diuell a- 
loneto torment them all. 

To ſhutvp this point with S, e Fuguſtine 
his counſell,laying, Secing every man as hee 
is a man, is thy neighbour, but as hee is an 
euill man and offereth ,heisnot one 
ly thy enemy but his ownefoe, therefore 
loue in him his ſoule and his body, thatis, 
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but hate and deteſt his malice', and other 
linnes vvhich the Diuell hath by temprati- 
ons worked into his ſoule , ſo ſhalt thou be 
like a wiſe Phiſition who loueth his patient, 
and hateth his diſcale. Thus much for the 
obieR,vvhom we mult loue, our neighbor: 
let mee now ſpeake of the laſt thing con 
{idered,namely, bow farre our loue mult be 
extended, 

eAr thy ſelfe,} As Saint Chryſoſtome 
ſaith very vvell, TS vel fillaba vel apiculiu 
| eff in ſacrts Scriptiaris in cnites profundo non 
fit grandis quiſprams theſaurus, There is not 
onelillableortittleinthe holyScripture,bue 
ſearching thereof ſome great and hidden 
treaſure may be found ; for if it bea true axi- 
ome in Philoſophic, Natzra mbhil facit fru- 
ſtaghat nature doth nothing in vaine,then 
muſt be much more true of the God of 
nature,that hevvill ſpeakenothing in vaine, 
and that in his holy vvrit. 

This is partly ſcene inthisvvord As, the 
vvhich hath foure ſeucrall ſignifications in 
the Bible, 

Firſt, it ſignificth the likeneſſe of athing 
but not the truth of a thing, as in Saint 
Matthew, Ye came ont 41 474inſt a thiefe with 
bils and with ſtamer, 

Secondly , this word A: ſignificth the 
truth of a thing , butnot the likeneſle of a 
thing, in Saint /obw , Wee ſaw the glory of him 
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Thirdly, itſ{ignifieth both the likeneſle 
and therruth of athing, as cothe Hebrewey, 
Ged offereth himſelfe vnto you, as vnto chil- 
dren, 

Laſtly, it ſignifieth rei qualiratem ſed non 
equalitatem,the quality, but not the equali- 
tic ofathing,asinS. Luke, Be ye merciful, as 
your Father 1s mercifull, Where the mea- 
ning is, wee ſhould be as well mercifull as 
God,notas much,for that is impoſliblezand 
inthis laſt ſignification is thisword[ 4-Jtaken 
in this place, Lowe thy neighbour as thy ſelfe, 
that is, pars affetts, /ed non pari effe fn, as the 
Schoole ſpeaketh ; ſo the meaning is, that we 
muſt loue our neighbour as well as our 
ſelues, but not as much as our ſelues , for 
there aredegreesin loue , the Apoſtleſairh, 
Do good onto all men, but eſpecially ro the houſe- 
hold of faith ; and among Chriſtians,as Saint 
Hierom obſerueth , aſter God vve mult loue 
our Father, and our Mother , our Children, 
our Brothers and Siſters , our Kinlcfolkes, 
our owne houſchold, for hee is worſe then an 
infidelt which will not prowide for his  familie : 
and therefore S. e A#guſtine laith very well, 
Omnes bomines eque ailsgends ſunt, All men 
arc alike vvell ro be beloucd , but vyhen a 
mancannot doe good to all, then hee muſt 
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to himin place , intime, or by ſome other 
occalions,&c, 

Hauing now ſet down the ſence and mea- 
ning of the words, that wee mult loue our 
neighbour as well as ourſelues ; let vs now 
ſhew how vvell wee muſt loucall men ; and 
this firſt in generall, then in particular. For 
the generall , vvhat the Law of nature ſpca- 
keth in the negatiue, ,2uod 15bi non vir fieri, 
alters ne fecerts; What ye will not haue done 
to you, docnot-vnto others, that ſame the 
Law of the Goſpell (peaketh affirmatively, 
as yee would others ſhould doe vnto you, lo 
doe yee vnto them; forthisisthe Law and 
che Prophets. Now then examinethy ſelfe 
by this rule: Suppoſe thou wert poore and 
needy, and driuen to begge thy bread from 
houſe to houſe , when thoudiddelt aske an 
almes, wouldeſt not thou be glad to receiue 
it 2 vyould it not grieuetheeto be (ent away 
empty without mcat for thy belly,or cloaths 
for thy backe,or harbour tor the vycather ? 
ſurely thy conſcience will tell thee yes,vvhy 
then,as you would another ſhould doe to 
thee,ſo dothouvnto him; relicue the poore, 
vilit the ſicke, comfort the fatherletle,&c. 
Againe,if thy enemic had thee at aduantage, 
vvouldel(t thou be contented that he ſhould 
take away thy goods, thy good name, that 
he ſhould beat thee, hurt thee, kilthee,or the 
like, examine thy conſcience,itwill tell thee 
E 2 no: 
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no : why then, as thou wouldelt another 
ſhould do: vntuthce,ſo duce thou vnto him. 
Forgiue thine enemy, make him not con» 
ſume his goods,robbe him not of his good 
name,do not {trike him, hurt him, kil him,or 
cthelike. And as in theſe, ſoin all other things 
examine thy ſelfe,& when thou goeſt about 
any thing concerning any man, remember 
this ſhort letTon,Doe as thow wouldeſt be done 
onto, and it will keepe thee from many ſins: 
for allurethy ſelfe, as Saint eAwenſtme laith, 
thou doſt not Joue thy neighbour as thy 
ſelfe, if thou doſt not ſtriueto bring him to 
that good, which thou delireſt ro enioy thy 
ſelfe. And this for the generall. 

Giue me now Icauc more particularly to 
ſhew how we ſhould loue our neighbour, by 
a few ({imilitudes drawne from the naturall 
body of man,and the members therof. Firſt, | 
one member in the naturall body doth not 
.enuy another : cuen ſo, we muſt not envy at 
our neighbours proſperitie. This ſin of Enuy 
is of all other moſt fooliſh; for the couctous 
man hath alittle wealth for his ſoule,thevo- 
luptuous man hath a little pleaſure for his 
ſoule,the ambitious man hath a little honor 
for hisſoulc,buttheenuious man giueth away 
his ſoule to the Diuell for nothing, hauing 
onely hearts griefe and miſery : yet many 
men in theſe dayes are like Ceſar and Pow- 
pe3,of which one could not abide his ſfuperi= 
our, 
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our, the other could not endure his cquall: 
but this (ſhould nut be among Chriſtians, 
For why ſhould my cyc be cuill becauſe 
Gods eycis good ? Wherefore as in the bo- 
dy, if one member ſuffer, all the members 
will ſuffer with itz as if the foote be hurt, the 
eye will looke toit, the hand will reach for 
it, the tongue will ſpeake for it,&c, Euen ſo 
mult wee take compaliion of one anothers 
miſcries, like Scipio «Africans Mumor, who 
(as eAppian oy wg did weepe when hee 
law Carthage burne, ſaying that Rome, his 
mother Citie, might one day burne ſo : Euen 
ſo, wee eyther are in nuſery like our Bre- 
thren, or wee haue beene in ſuch miſery,or 
before wee dye, wee may be as wretched as 
our neighbour; therefore let vs hauc a Sym- 
athy and fellow-fecling of each others ca- 
Lao one member reioyce,all the 
other members reioyce with it: ſo mult wee 
beglad at others good for this isto be An- 
gelicall, the Angels in heauen reioyceat the 
conuerlion of a finner vponcarth, What Se- 
nece ſaith to his friend, that cuery Chriſtian 
muſt from his heart ſpeake vnto his Neigh- 
bour, Abi id exprage quod tibi, ant non ſum 
emu, niſi quicquid agitnr ad te pertinens mes 
wm eſt : Looke what is good for thee, that I 
elteeme good for mee, and fo on the cun- 
trary, otherwiſe Iam not thy true Chriſtian 
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Secondly, one member in the body 
doth not appropriate its good vnto it ſelfe, 
but to the whole body : as the eye (ecth not 
for it (elfe, but for the whole body, and fo 
of the reſt : Euen ſo, wee being all members 
of one myſticall Budy,whoſe Head is Chriſt, 
wult communicate to the good andneceſhi» 
tics one of another, Wherefore Loue mult 
be toour aRtions,as Our hand is to our body; 
the hand it clotheth the backe, it feedeth 
the belly, and doth all other neceſſary offi- 
ces to the body : Euen (o loue mult practife 
all good ations to the members of Chriſts 
Myſticall Body, in feeding the hungry, in 
clothing the naked, and thelike. And as the 
handcouercth the ſoares in the body by lay- 
ing on of plaiſters, ſo Loue mult couer the 
multitude of offences, which our fellow- 
members commit, by furgetting and forgi- 
uingthem, For as the hand is not all one 
lumpe of fleſh, but divided into ſeuerall 
ioynts and fingers, whereby it is more fit to 
performe its dutie : cuen ſo are we by Gods 
ſpeciall prouidence, divided into ſcuerall 
members, that wee may the better performe 
the workes of loue,not like a Boare ina tye, 
ro live vnto our ſelues: nor like a Dogge in 
a kennel] to barke at all that goe by, but to 
let all our ations be done in loue, doing to 
all others,as we would all others ſhould doe 


vnto vs. 
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| Thirdly, one member inthe bedy hurt by 
another, doth nor reuengeir ſelfe, as if the 
hand let fall a ſtone or waight vponthe foot, 
the foote doth not kicke and ſpurne at the 
hand againe, but bearcth it patiently : Euen 
ſo mult wee beare and put vp wrongs one 
of another, referring all to GOD, whoin 


his due time will revenge; Now mmrus matieſt | 
referrer, quam inferre iniriam : (ich Lattans | 
tix )Itisnoleflecuill torequite a wronggthen 
to ofter a wrong : for hee which reuengeth 
wrong, doth imitate him of whom hee re- 
ceiued iniuric; now in that he imitateth ano- 
ther in that which is bad, hee can by no 
meanes himſelfe proue good. Saint Baji/ go- 
eth further, affirming that hee which reuen- 
geth wrong, is worſe then hee which begin- 
neth wrong : for thatwhich another man of- 
ferethvntothee is goodor bad; if good, why 
then art thou angry with him ? I, but it vvas 
bad : is it (o ?why then doſtthouſeeke to of- | 
fer and requitethatro thy neighbour, which | 
thine owne conſcience telleth thee is bad, | 
and vvhich thou thy felfe condemnelt for | 
ſinne in thy brother?If a man fee his enemy | 
ſicke of the Plague ſoares,will heto revenge | 
himſelfe of his enemy, ftriue to hauec the 
plague in his body alſo ? euery one will ee | 
flceme ſuch a mana mad man,or a foole.Are 
we then wiſe for our bodies, and fooliſh for | 
our ſoules? He beloued which offereth thee | 
iniurie 
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iniurie, hath filled his ſoule with ſinne, inſo- 
much as without Gods grace, and his repen= 
tance, hee cannot be {aued : now then for 
thee to (ecke torepay this wrong, is to fill 
thy ſoulc likewiſe with finne, and to makeit 
abhominablein the light of God. 

Thisthen condemneth molt (pecially our 
private duels vpon euery ſmall punQilio 
of Honour to challenge the field : conlider 
with thy (elfe in reaſon (ſetting Gods Word 
alide) are wenct all,in the Kingdome,mem- 
bers of the body politicke, the King bein 
the Head ? now hee which dareth fight with 
the Kings friend,dareth fighe with the Kings 
enemic : then whar vvrong is here to the 
whole Kingdome, for a private wrong offe- 
red vnto me, I ſhall bereaue my country of 
him which in the front of an Army may kill 
a Generall, and ſo by that meanes may ſauc 
the life and liberty of the King and King- 
dome?In Gods Law it is writtengf thy enermes 
beaſt doe fall into a ditch, thow ſhalt helpe him 
owt. Is ſo great loue ro be ſhewedto my ene- 
mics Beaſt ? © how much then ought I eo 
louc the perſon of mine enemie,whois crea- 
ted after Gods owne Image, and for whom 
CHk1sT Lesvs dyed and ſhed his precious 
bloud ? 

Fourthly , the honourable members in 

the body doenot deſpiſethe meaner,nor can 
they; for the head cannot lay tothe foote, I 
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hauc no neede of thee: Euen fo, great men 
mult not defpiſe meane men, neyther can we 
liuewithout one another. See how God doth 
nct giueto euery nation eucry commoditie, 
becauſe men ſhould trafhque one to ano- 
ther , and diſtance of place and language | 
ſhould not ſeparate our loye. See likewiſcin | 
cuery nation Lou eucry man hath not cuery 
Art, {ome are Taylors, ſome Maſons, ſome 
Husbandmen, lome Merchants, and this to | 
teach vs loue, becauſe wee all ſtand in need 
one of another. It is noted as a great plague | 
in1ſracll, that there was not one Smith left | 1 S4m. 13. 19, 
among them ; this ſcemeth bur a baſe Trade, | 
yet ſonecelſary a member to the body po- 

liticke, as the Common-wealth cannotTtand 
without it, The Lyon entangeld in nets had 
neede of the little Mouſe to gnaw the threds 
in (under before hee could getlooſe: there» 
fore let not the greateſt and richeſt men de- 
ſpiſe the poore and meane men, for they 
fand inneede of the meaneſt, if for nothing 
elſe, yet to pray for them. 

Itis well noted by Primaſirs, that therich 
man is like the Elme-tree, the pooreman is 
like the Vine-tree:the Elmevnder-proppeth 
the Vine, and ſocauſeth it toſtand and beare 
fruit, which orherwiſewould fall and wither; 
the Vine againe ouer-ſhadoweth the Elme, 
and cauſeth it to be greene and flouriſhing, 
vyhich otherwiſe would periſh and decay : 
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Euen fo, the rich men by their almes vp- 
hold thepoore,who otherwiſe would arue, 
andthe poore men againe oucr-ſhadow the 
rich men with ther prayers to God, where- 
by they doethe better flouriſh in this world, 
and liue for eucr in the world to come. See 
this to be verified in rich One/epborus, who 
relicued poore Paw/inpriſon;and Saint Paw/ 
againe delired God tobe mercifull ro Oneſe- 
phor;there is a bleſſing in this life:and fur- 
ther he prayed, God grant hce may finde fa- 
uourin that day; there is a prayer for the life 
to come, 

Fiftly, one member in the body doth cn» 
danger it ſelfe for another z as let one [trike 
at te head with anaked ſword,and the hand 
willaduenturecutting offto defend the head: 
Euen ſo muſt wee runne into danger forthe 
good one of another, and molt eſpecially 
we mult die for our head, if occalion ferue, 
becauſe before our head hath dyed for vs. 
To giue of our abundance to the poore is 
plealing vnto Almightie God, but to ſpare 
out of our owneneccllitics is farre more ac- 
ceptable vnto God,as wee ſeethe poore Wi- 
dowes mite was of greater value in the (ighe 
of GoD, thenthe gteater gifts of richer per- 
{ons: ſo at all times to helpe one another is 
charitable, but to helpe others vvith ha- 
zard of our (elues, and vvith prejudice 
of our owne eſtates, is farre more accep- 
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ſable to Gop, and plcaling vnto man. 

Sixtly , one member in the body recei- 
ueth not anothers foode,but ſendeth irtothe 
other parts of the body : fo the rich man 
mult not cate vpthe poore man, bur rather | 
he mult communicateto his necelliries,ney- 
ther mult the poore man (teale from the 
rich, but follow rather his labour, and de- 
pend ypon Gods prouidence : for necellary 


and appetite vnto meate,which ariſcth of wa 
tery humours which doe gnaw vpon the 
{plene : ſecondly, the ſkomacke muſt haue 
iudgement and diſcretion to chuſe ſuch 
meate, which doth beſt agree with the (to- 
macke,and refuſe the contrary, which iudge-= 
ment ariſceth & foure muſcles comming 
from the Head t thirdly, there muſt be 
ſtrength and vigor to be able to digeſt the 
meate which it receiucth , leaſt otherwiſc it 
turne into raw crudities, and ſo breede diſea- 
ſes inthe body; which heate and vigour ari- 
ſeth of motions and ſpirits which are ſent 
from the heart : all theſe are necellary, yet 
none ſufficient, vnlefſe there be communi- 
on and diſperſion of the foode, to ſend the 
nouriſhmene tothe other parts of the body, 
which is done by the bloud thorow the 
veines. In like manner neceſlary it is, for a 
Chriſtian man to haye faith, for wr howt faith 
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cellary itis for a chriſtian man to giuealmes, 
and topray to God,to be patient in aduerſity, 
&c.but our faith profitcth nothing volelleit 
worketh by Loucz neytheris any other ver- | 
eucacceptableinthelightof God vnleſleir 
be nne, continued, and ended in Loue, 
thereforethe Apoſtle ſaith, /f 7 have all things 
and yet want lowe, ut profiteth mee nothing : the 
hand canreach and recciue a gift of it (elfe, 
but the hand cannot cutany thing of it ſelfe 
withouta knife , or ſome ſuch like inſtru- 
ment; cuen (o,Faith,asthe hand of the ſoule, 
is able toaſcend vp to Chriſts croſle, and to- 
apply his merits vnatothe ſoule, but faith can- 
not of it ſelfe bring forth the workes of the 
firſt and ſecond Table,{yet, as if you put a 
knife into the hand, the hal vvill cut, fo 
ioync Loue to Faith,and then faith working 
by Loue, doth performe all thoſe Chriſtian 
duties which G O D requireth of vs in his 
Law. 
Hence a Chriſtian man is not onfitly 
compared to a Conduit: to vvhich there 
is a Spring, vyhence the Water floweth 2 
a Leaden Pipe, through vvhich che Was 
ter is conueyed 2 a Cylterne, to receiuethe 
Water: and aCocke,to open and let forth 
Water to all which [tand in neede. So cue- 
ry Chriſtian is as a Conduit; the Spring- 
head from whence thg Waters of Life doe 
flow, is IEsSvs CHRIST; the Leaden 
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Pipe whereby theſe living Waters are cons | 
uaycd, is a true anda liuely Faith: the Cy- 
ſterne vvhich doth recciue theſe Waters , 
is the Soule of man : nuwEvue muſt be as | 
the Cocke, to open, and bring forth all 
deedes of mercy to all thoſe which ſtand in | 
neede, 

Laſtly, one member-in the body doth 
tremble co be cut and feuered from ano- 
ther, (o ſhould vvcefeare and tremble to be | 
ſeparated one from another by hatred and 
ditſention. T he ſoule giueth life vnto the | 
body, and to every member of the body, 
yet not vnlelle they be vnited and ioyned 
to the body : for cut off the hand or the 
foote, and then the Soule cealcth to giue 
life to them, but preſently they dye. So Al- 
mighty G 0 Þ giueth life vnto the Soule of 
every man, but not vnletle vyeec be vnited 
and ioyned one to another in loue and cha- 
rities For bee which loneth not , knoweth not | | 1,1 _ 4.8 
God, for G od is Lones but if wee lowe one ar- "RT 
other, God dwelleth in vs, and his lowe t« per-| Verſe 12, 
feft in vs: So that hee vvhichliuveth in ha- 
ered and diſlention, ſeeking revenge, is a 
meere ate, no true Chriſtian : for , as 
Saint /ohn Filth, If any man ſay, I loue God, | Verſe 20, 
and hate his Brother, hee i a lyar . And 
S. Gregory , If they ſhall be the Children of 
God which are peace-pakers,' then ſurely they 
are the Children of the Dinell, which are 


| 
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peace-breakerr, Therefore every Chriſtian 
man mult be like ynto a Maſon , vvhich 
hath two hands, vvith the vne hee hol- 
deth fait on the Ladder, to keepe himſfelfe 
from falling, vvith the other hee reach- 
th out Tyle and Morter to his fellow la- 
bourcrs : Euen ſo,in building Gods Church 
and houſe, euery one mult have two hands; 
che one the hand of Faith , vyhcreby hee 
himſclfe may climbe vp to the Crotle of 
CHRIST, and fo belaued from falling 


into the pit of Hell ; the other muſt be the 
hand of Loue, to reach forth deedes of 
mercy and of Chriſtian aftetion to vur 
Fellovy-labourers and Builders of Gods 
houſe, 

To draw to a concluſion : the loue of 
men, in this age, is like vnto a Tree, but 
it is the Figge-treeCu«1s T curled in 
the Goſpell , vvhich brought forth Leaucs 
and no fruit : ſo vvee arc louing in ſhew, 
not in deede, vyhereas our loue ſhould be 
like vnto a Tree vvhich is rooted deepe in 
the carth , and beareth branches vpward, 
and fruit vvhich hangeth downeward, ſo 
our Loue mult be rooted in flumilitic ; he 
vvhich vvill runne vp a high Meepy moun- 
taine, mult goe ſtooping, not bolt vpright. 
Heauen is «high hill, he which vvill runne 
thither muſt hauenv high aſpiringthoughes 
| but be humble. 
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Obſerue among all the beatitudes which 
our Sauiour reckoneth vp, hee faith, Ble/- 
ſed are the hungry, for they ſhall be ſatuified : 
bleſſed are the meths, for they ſhall mberit 
the earth: but bleſſed are the poore FL ſprri, 
that is, the humble minded man, «vt&p 
youp Ebru 1 Boxoluce FR ougerap , for theirs, 
already, : the kingdome of Heanen, Againe, 
our Loue mult beare branches vpward, to 
loue God aboue all, that though the Sor. 
| cerers of Xgypt made many Serpents bc- 
fore Pharach, yet the Serpent of Aloſes 
did deuourethem all : ſothough mans loue 
haue many obieRts, yet the loue of G o Þ 
muſt ouer-come them all, Laſtly, our Luue 
muſt bring forth fruit hanging downe- 
ward to our neighbour as our ſclues, Ur 


Exod.7.12. 


quem potwerit hominems ( laith Saint eAugn- 
ſtine ) vel beneficentie conſolatione, vel dotlri- 


ne informatione , vel aiſcipline coertiome ad- 
ducat ad colendum Dewm : That in as much | 
as yvee can, wee ſhould bring every man 
to worſhip GoD, eyther by comforting 
him vvith dcedes of mercy in his diftreſle, 
or by inſtructing him in'knowledge if hee 
be ignorant,or by curbing him with the rod | 
of correion when he is faulty» | 
Theloue of men in.chis age is like vnto 
fire , whole nature is to conſume all that it 
layeth hold on : fo wee ſtriuero cate vpone 
another, by coſening,by Vſury, by Symony, 
and 


| 


— 


Epifh. 52, 


— 


—_— 


409 A Sermon of Lowe. | 


ee. 
Oo OR— 


and Briberie, vyhercas indeede our loue 
(hould be like vnto fire. Firſt, the nature of 
fre is to aſcend; {o our loue mult aſcend 
vpward to loue G © Þ aboue all, our Louec 
Lib.deſub.foat. mult {de Deo, cum Deo, ad Denm currere, 
ris. faith Saint eLug»ſtine ) runne from God, 
as being grounded in him, vvith God, as 
being obedient vnto his Lawes; vnto God, 
as reſting in him alone. Secondly, the na- 
ture of fre is to ſhine, and to giue light ſo 
Matth.5.16, | the light of our loue mult fo ſhine before 
others, that they (ecing our good vyorkes, 
may learne to glorihe our Father which is 
in Heauen , Wee mult euery one be like 
lobn Bapiiſt, vvho was ( Lecerna ardens & 
lucens ) a burning and a ſhining Lampe in 
Gods Church. Thirdly, the nature of tircis 
not to giue heate to one or two, but to all 
that comencere vnto it : ſo our loue mult 
not extend it (elfe onely to our ſelues, and 
to our Children, but to all the members of 
Chriſt leſus; yea, to all mankinde; be hee 
a good man, nay be hee a bad man he mult 
be relicued. Charitas non tudicat de merits, 
ſed de miſery: : Charitic doth not iudge of 
our brothers merits , but of his miſcrics . 
And then. remember when thou denieſt 
louc to one which is wicked , that if Ged 
were extreame to marke what 11 done ami(ſe 
0 Lord who might abide it ? Fourthly , the 
| nature of fire is neuer to goe out, if there 


= be 
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be Coale or Wood, or matter to burne : 
even ſo , our Loue ſhould never be wea- 
ry of vycll doing, neuer vveary of forgi= 
uing._Mnſcnlus laith very well, 7 nequir mi- 
ſerecordie praſcribi modi, via nec operum 
cert numeric ; Ag none can preſcribe a 
meane how farre mercy ſhould be exten» 
ded, ſo no man can ſet downea finite num- 
ber how many vvorkes of mercy are to be 
performed : for, as the mileries of man 
are infinite, fo the vvorkes of loue muſt 
be infinite. Now, a man is ficke, and fo 
needeth reliefe : anone, hee breaketh his 
legge, then heeis in vvant againe : now, his 
Houſe is burnt; and fo i infirm; our life 
being a Sea of Glafle, as tumultuous as the 
ſca, as brittle as glaſle, 

The loue of men intheſedayes is like to 
the Sunne, whoſe nature is to diſpell dark- 
nelle, and lay all things open to cuery mans 
view; (o our loue is like the Sunne in dif- 
cloſing and talking of our neighbours faults 
and infirmitics, like vnto Flyes in the Sum- 
mer time, which if there be but one galled 


piece on the horſe backe, they will be lick- 


| ing there, andletthe ſound fleſh alonez fo 
; the conditions of vs in this age isto be tal- 


king and taxing our brothers faults, neuer 
commending his vertues: but hearken what 
our Saviour ſaith; Hipocrite, firſt placke the 
beame ont of thine owne eye, and then looke 
into 


Mat. 7. 5. 
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eto the moate which i m 149 oocbes eye thee 
which is without linne himiſclte, let him be. 
cenſuring his brothers linne : hee1s a foole. 
which hath his owne bouſc on hire, and I«t-* 
teth it burne.and ſorunne ro looke vponthe 
fre on his neighbours houſe: even (o, hee 
is vnwile which doth not clenſe his owne 
feule from linne, butis eſpying faults in his © 
Brothers life. Others there are, which will 
not openly diſcluſe their neighbours infir- | 
mities, bur as the Sunne ſhincrh) chrough a, 
little creuitle and ſmall gratc, ſo they will (e- | 
cretly carry newes and tales of all they ſee 
and hearc, and thele are the fire. brands of | 
much dillention : for Salomon faith , Take 4- | | 
way wood gthe fire goeth ont, ſo take away atal:- 
bearer and contention ceaſeth : and indeede i it 
is as great a linne to heare, as to tell talcs : | 
and there would ncuer be one tongue in the 
head to tell tales, if there were not two cares | 
on the our-lide of the head to heare tales, 
But indeece vur louec ſhould be like vnto | 
the Sunne in his Circle, /#r/um,uyeorſum, dex! 
trorſum, (iniſt rorſum : the Sunne inthe mor- | 
ning ariſcth, ſo our loue mult goe vpwards, | 
we mult loucour Superiours, and not enuy 
them : the Sunne at cuening gocth downe- | 
wards, ſo our loue mult deſcend , wee muſt 
loue our inferiours, and not dcſpiſe them : 
the Sunne ſhineth onthe right hand,'o vvee 
mult loue our friends, and not offend them: 
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the Sunne ſhineth on the left hand, ſo vvee 
mult louc our enemies, and pray to God for 
them. 

Bricfely to ſhut vp all, ſeeing ( my belo- 
ued) that the wayes of God arc the wayes of 
peace : ſecingitisa good and plealant thing 


for brethren to liue together in vrutic: ſeeing} 
Loucisthe Chriſtian mans bagde, whereby 


hee mult beknowne; By this ſhall all men know 
if yee be my D1/cuples, if yee lowe one another : 
{ceing Bleſſed are the peace-makers , for they 
ſhall be called the Children of God : (eceing the 
Apoltles in their Epiſtles, wiſh to them to 
whom they write, Grace and Peace from God 
the Father, and onr Lord Ieſma Chriſt : (ecing 
the Angels at the birth of Chriſt did ling 
this Song, Glery be ts God on high, peace on 
earth, good will towards men: (ceeing our Sa- 
uiour willed his Diſciples, into what houſe 


they centred, toſay ; Peace be wnto this hoyſe : 
ſeeing Chriſt Ieſus dyed to wake peace be- 
tweene God and man : {ceing at his death 
the Jaſt Legacie he bequeathed vnto his Dil- 
ciples was Peace, Hy peace 1 gine wnio you, 
my peace I leane «meng you: the firſt bleſſing 
after his Reſurrc Riog be dclired God to be- 
ſlow vponthem, was Peace, Peace be wnto 
Jon: (eeing the God whom wee ſerue is%he 
God of peace; let vs therefore labour and cn- 
deuour to be in loue and charitie with all 
men, to ſceke peace and follow after it, and 
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as freely to forgiue others their tteſpaſles a- 
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gain(t vs,as wee deſire God to forgiueys our 
treſpaſſes againſt him. And as the Toade be. 
fore heedrinketh , doth caſt vp all his poy- 
fon, (oletvs, before wee preſuine to talte of 
the heavenly foodeof Gods Word, diſgorge 
all rancour and malice, leaſt otherwiſe God 
eſpying vs without our Wedding-Garment 
of Charitie, bid that wee be taken and bound 
hand and foote,andcalt intovrrer darknelle, 
where isnothing but weeping and gnaſhing 
of teeth. 

Wherefore with $,Pawl,] beſerch you bre- 
thren, if there be any conſolation im (briſt; in 
you, any comfort of lone, any fellowſyip of the 
ſpirit, any compaſſion or mercy; be yee like min- 
ded, haning the (ame lone, being of one accord, 
and of one imdgement , that nothing be done 
through contention and waine glory : but as in 
che Trinitie three perſons make butone God) 
as in Chriſt Icfus two natures, his God-head | 
and his man-hood, make but one perſon; as 
in the Sunne are many beames, yer but one 
lightzas many graines of corne make but one 
loafe of breadzas many grapes make but one 
cup of wine : ſo wee, though wee are many 
and diuers, yet being ioyned together in har- 
ty loue, wee may make but one Church,and 
one body, whoſe head is Chriſt Iefus in hea» 
uen,and thus being lincked together in Chri- 
ſtian Charitie, wee may all of vs, from the 
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higheſt to the loweſt, from the richeſt co the 
pooreſt, from the cldeſt to the youngelt, 
with one voyce,with one heart, and with one 
conſent, (ing forth and ſet forth the prayles 
of God the Father,of our Lord leſus Chrilt : 
To God the Father to God the Sonne, to | 
God the holy Ghoſt, three Perſons in Tri- | 


nitie, but one true and cuer-liuing God 
in elſence andin vnitie, be aſcribed 
and giuen, as is due, all honour, 
and glory,and power, from 
this time forth , fur 
cuermore. Amen, 


2 COKINTH. 13.11, 
Finally, brethren fare yee well, be perfeft,be 
of good comfort, be of one minde, line in 
peace, and the God of lowe and peace ſhall 
be with you. 
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